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Quartier des Spectacles, East End of Downtown




How to use this guide

The following pages offer a tour highlighting the many faces of contemporary creativity. The tour begins with an introduction to spur your curiosity. Next, a detailed map shows the route as well as the main artistic spaces and works of public art along the way. These locations are identified in an accompanying list and categorized with symbols :
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Each tour also has a table indicating the relative importance of the various categories of creativity in the area using the following scale:

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Very high concentration, including several important sites/events. Leading area.

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	High concentration or some important sites/events. Strong area.

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Significant presence or an important site/event. Noteworthy area. 

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Some presence or a significant site/event. Mentioned in the area.

[image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Slight presence. Mentioned in passing in the area.

—	No presence. Absent in the area.



The table will also tell you how much time you need to cover the whole tour, as well as offer suggestions for subsections of the tour you can take if you have less time; it also lists public transit routes in the area.

At the end of each tour, a creative directory gives the full address and contact information for each cultural site along the tour. The directory also features cafés, restaurants, boutiques, and bars that are favoured by local artists or give a taste of life à la montréalaise.

At the end of the book, you’ll find a calendar listing the many annual creative events that showcase Montréal’s diverse forms of artistic expression, as well as a list of cultural organizations in the city.




Introduction

There hasn’t been a cultural project on this scale in Montréal since the 1960s. That project gave Montréal its “plaza of the arts,” and now it has its “shows district.” The immediate environs of Place des Arts were already home to multiple large-scale festivals (film, jazz, song), a museum, several galleries, and numerous cultural organizations. The creation of the Quartier des Spectacles has taken this rich concentration to its logical conclusion.

Given its own identity to help raise Montréal’s cultural profile throughout the world, the Quartier des Spectacles (bounded by Rue Sherbrooke, Rue Saint-Hubert, Rue René-Lévesque, and Rue City Councillors) is home to more than 80 arts and cultural venues, including 30 concert halls, theatres, and other performance spaces. This tour focuses on the western part of the district; the eastern part, which includes the Quartier Latin and the UQAM, is covered in another tour. 

The territory covered in this tour boasts a large share of the area’s cultural venues, including no fewer than fifteen theatres and concert halls. There’s also no shortage of public art, which springs up everywhere here: in parks and lobbies, of course, but also on roofs, in basements, or as a flesh-and-blood performance. 

The Quartier des Spectacles also has the benefit of an engaging program of night-time art interventions. The Luminous Pathway (Parcours lumière) is an ensemble of lighting displays in the district, including both permanent and temporary, informative or creative works. 

The arrival of the Luminous Pathway has confirmed Montréal as one of the world’s most creative cities in lighting design, and reinforced its reputation as an international digital arts powerhouse. Eight facades here are animated year-round with lighting programs by the most extravagantly creative minds, including Pascal Grandmaison, an icon of contemporary video art, and the Moment Factory, a collective world-famous for its work on the facade of the Sagrada Família in Barcelona.
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