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Quartier International, Old Montréal, the Islands




How to use this guide

The following pages offer a tour highlighting the many faces of contemporary creativity. The tour begins with an introduction to spur your curiosity. Next, a detailed map shows the route as well as the main artistic spaces and works of public art along the way. These locations are identified in an accompanying list and categorized with symbols :
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Each tour also has a table indicating the relative importance of the various categories of creativity in the area using the following scale:

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Very high concentration, including several important sites/events. Leading area.

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	High concentration or some important sites/events. Strong area.

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Significant presence or an important site/event. Noteworthy area. 

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Some presence or a significant site/event. Mentioned in the area.

[image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Slight presence. Mentioned in passing in the area.

—	No presence. Absent in the area.



The table will also tell you how much time you need to cover the whole tour, as well as offer suggestions for subsections of the tour you can take if you have less time; it also lists public transit routes in the area.

At the end of each tour, a creative directory gives the full address and contact information for each cultural site along the tour. The directory also features cafés, restaurants, boutiques, and bars that are favoured by local artists or give a taste of life à la montréalaise.

At the end of the book, you’ll find a calendar listing the many annual creative events that showcase Montréal’s diverse forms of artistic expression, as well as a list of cultural organizations in the city.




Introduction

Spread out over a wide swath south of downtown and accessible from three metro stations, Old Montréal can be approached from several directions. This part of town, steeped in history and unfailingly popular with visitors, borders both the Quartier International business district and the Cité du Multimédia high-tech development, and opens onto the Old Port to the south. Our tour will visit all of them.

The fact may be less publicized than their many historic attractions, but Old Montréal and its neighbouring areas are also rich in culture. Museums, galleries, art foundations and co-ops, and countless works of public art, as well as theatres, cinemas, venues, and eclectic outdoor events swarm amongst the heritage buildings—which are often pressed into their service.

Nowhere else on the island have so many historic buildings been preserved by being converted for cultural use. No fewer than three early 20th century fire halls have been converted into galleries; other projects here have recycled a market, banks, an office building, and the most admired case, a foundry.

The multiple personalities of this part of town draw a very diverse population: young and connected as well as mature and serious—the courthouse and city hall are here, with their flocks of business-suited professionals. There are also plenty of local families walking along the cobblestone streets: the old town is far from just a tourist trap, and it’s the cultural events above all that draw Montrealers here.
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