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Plateau–Mont–Royal




How to use this guide

The following pages offer a tour highlighting the many faces of contemporary creativity. The tour begins with an introduction to spur your curiosity. Next, a detailed map shows the route as well as the main artistic spaces and works of public art along the way. These locations are identified in an accompanying list and categorized with symbols :
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Each tour also has a table indicating the relative importance of the various categories of creativity in the area using the following scale:

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Very high concentration, including several important sites/events. Leading area.

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	High concentration or some important sites/events. Strong area.

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Significant presence or an important site/event. Noteworthy area. 

[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Some presence or a significant site/event. Mentioned in the area.

[image: Etoile Ulysse] 	Slight presence. Mentioned in passing in the area.

—	No presence. Absent in the area.



The table will also tell you how much time you need to cover the whole tour, as well as offer suggestions for subsections of the tour you can take if you have less time; it also lists public transit routes in the area.

At the end of each tour, a creative directory gives the full address and contact information for each cultural site along the tour. The directory also features cafés, restaurants, boutiques, and bars that are favoured by local artists or give a taste of life à la montréalaise.

At the end of the book, you’ll find a calendar listing the many annual creative events that showcase Montréal’s diverse forms of artistic expression, as well as a list of cultural organizations in the city.




Introduction

The cultural identity of the Plateau-Mont-Royal—or the Plateau, as it’s simply called—came into its own in the mid-20th century. It was chiefly a working-class area then, the community unforgettably depicted by celebrated Québec novelist and playwright Michel Tremblay (Les Belles-Sœurs, The Fat Woman Next Door is Pregnant), who was born in the Plateau. But it was also the birthplace of the Automatiste movement, which irrevocably changed the course of Québec painting. Today, the Plateau is home to artists of every description; it’s not rare to pass a star of stage or screen on the sidewalk.

This tour crosses the neighbourhood back and forth, moving forward in a zigzag. The first part of the route chiefly uses east-west streets, while the second part uses north-south ones.

Even if you choose to do only part of the circuit, there’s lots to discover. Culture in the Plateau is so thick on the ground that there will be very little down time. The borough is home to five of the most distinguished theatres in the city as well as numerous others, several well-known galleries, a panoply of live venues, some of the best public art in the city, and countless bookstores and record stores.
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[image: Arts numériques] Digital arts: [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

[image: Art public] Public art: [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] | 

[image: Arts visuels] Visual arts:[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 

[image: Arts scène] Performing arts:[image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 

[image: Design] Design: [image: Etoile Ulysse] 

[image: Musique] Music: [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] [image: Etoile Ulysse] 

How long?

For the whole tour:  5hrs 30min

Segments

Eastern part (from Parc Jehane-Benoît to the Conservatoire d’art dramatique): 3hrs 30min

Western part (from Casa del Popolo to Le Malheureux magnifique): 2hrs

How to get around

On foot





Agora de la danse

[modern dance, architecture, creativity]

Start at the western exit of Sherbrooke metro station, at the corner of Rue Berri and Rue de Malines.
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