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Sk Nt Flarature D in an chiticism as weil The existential Ionguage of Eabsiors
essay ponves the Inss of the sense of se in the face of the horror of war and henizes
Fracpn, chemonatrating tha ast's athica commiliant o ks

It was mot until another poltical sea change, alter the liberation of Parks_ that
qumshione shcut the relstionship bebwean sasthatic autonomy and political praeis n
Bragues wisrk mise fasad i sgnificantly mone comples ways By thi Franch writer
Joon Fauhan tfig. T3 in his brief essay *Brague ou b sens du cachd™ ™ This essey,
publhed in the meun of Cabars dart trat appeamd ue oo s Bhamtion of Paiis,
waik an ol many earks varsions and fisgmants of Faolhe's langar essay Bragus
patron. which first sppeared in book form in 1885 *Beague o be =20z du cachs™ wes
wiillsn dring the heght of the dypovatian, the French puiging of saapictid Magi
colabxaons that bagan after the libaraton, and it mekes a stronger connection
bebween Brague's work and contersparary pobtcs than the reviess writien dunng the
Al I thig it wak m complemant 1o the posiwar Bbaral inseanr of this journad
Cahkers dart inwhich it appesrsd” The joumal had ceased publication durng the
war, and likn moet publications at this tme, # remed tha msue of stetic collbomtion
kst ough 10 sigsarale Franch artiste: production from th shadoe of Razi Cerman
Idenlagy*® Within this celsbration of French art and Ftersbors, Prulhan's azssy shily
ook on the nghteousness of much postwer pashering whils at the same time diderd
ing Brague’s dght 1o sisthetic sibonoimy

In the immadiste postwar penod. cubere. snd in partcular IRersture snd st

d b Bl resspore e doe st of lile are
s doriwang (CHE)—4 group that had besn fomed during the ccoupation and that
included writers affibated with the Resistance, such as Lous Arsgon, Simone de
Biauviir, Alsart Camui, Jairy-Pad Sieti, Elas Trokt, and Jean Pauthan himssH—was
invelved in an intelectual purge of French terabere similar to the general purge of
colaboratons in France after the war, Tre CNE crasted a blackist of about 150 French
writars with mhom tey refused 1o ba published and publicly calked Tor Canera Charles
e Gaulke to take udicial 2cbon aganst collaborationst wiiters. In 1945 fow writers—
Rabert Brasliach, Charee Mesrrae, Marcal Jeuhandasu. srd Lucan Rubstel—wars
nriad Tor articliss anad assays publshed during the war, and Brasillch was ultimacey
serdenced to death and scecuted in February 73846 Alihough the trisl had not pet
comm ba paes, Pauthan refused 1o sign the petEcn sed cuickly resigrad Trom Uhae CHE
o protest the blacidisting of suspected collaborationist artists and weiters ™ It is
these avants that form the background to his sssay on Brague

A tha Ttk of the ety iradicatas, Paubsan wis sstanebly analyding an sspac
of Brogun’s wovk that |5 hidden. He defends the wtist’s right to maintain this hidden
workd—wvarmushy called “the mystery® or “the secret™—in the fage of a theeaughly
chimnind ciie workd thal doss ot alow secrate On the swiaos the assay s &
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