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  Amiens and its gardens
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  A place of all culture
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        Listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1981 (cathedral) and 2005 (beffroi)

      

    

    
      Secular and already cult

      Amiens is home to France’s largest Gothic cathedral, Notre-Dame d’Amiens, a contemporary of the one in Reims. It seems to defy its secular counterpart, the Belfry, which marks the birth of the commune in 1113 and symbolises the city’s independence from religion. When the bell tower was last restored, a stone carver added a little sculpture on either side of the door featuring the two former mayors — a little touch of humour, whilst respecting the city’s history.

    

    
    
      Extraordinary gardens

      A short distance away, 65 km of canals wind through 300 ha of gardens, right in the city centre! Created in the 12th century, the “hortillonnages”, derived from the Latin hortus meaning “garden”, spread over 10,000 ha of marshland transformed into market gardens. Cultivated to this day, they can be explored on foot or aboard a little boat, known as a “barque à cornet”, with the inclination of the bow designed to prevent damage to the bank.
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The Remembrance trail
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The ravages of war
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A wounded land
The Somme region was deeply affected by the First World War, from the “Race to the Sea” in 1914, to the Battles of Picardy in 1918. The Remembrance Trail retraces these tragic events from Albert to Péronne along 92 km, through 200 cemeteries (such as Serre Road Cemetery where 5,971 British, 699 Australian and 301 Canadian soldiers lie), memorials, monuments (such as the one in Cantigny dedicated to the Big Red One, the oldest U.S. infantry division), museums and battlefields. The trail is sprinkled with poppies, symbols of the conflict and little red spots in memory of the dead.

The Battle of the Somme
Although it is possible to fly over these places of remembrance in a gyrocoptor, the P’tit Train, hauled by a steam engine, is still running today. Built in 1916, the 14-km railway served to supply the trenches and artillery. The allies fought the Germans in one of the bloodiest conflicts in history — the Battle of the Somme — resulting in more than one million casualties over a five month period. Some 19 million people died in the Great War, almost as many civilians as soldiers, hence the importance of remembering and this secular pilgrimage.
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The
Vieux-Lille
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Welcome to the north
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A stock exchange of great value
It all begins with the Grand Place, renamed Place du Général de Gaulle (1890-1970) in honour of France’s president, born in Lille. The Column of the Goddess towers over the centre — an allegory of Lille that was originally intended for the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. The magnificent Vieille Bourse (17th century), otherwise known as the Old Stock Exchange, is composed of 24 houses occupied by shops. The Rang du Beauregard – 14 interlocking houses differentiated only by the position of their carved angels – leads to the centre of the Vieux-Lille neighbourhood. Its rich heritage reflects its Flemish, Burgundian and Spanish past.

All about cheese
In early September, the neighbourhood becomes the cheerful stage of Europe’s largest flea market. Restaurants compete for the most beautiful pile of shells after serving up their moules frites (muscles and chips). The Meert Pâtisserie (1761), birthplace of the vanilla waffle, is an architectural delight all year round! Vieux-Lille is also the name of a raw-milk cheese, as fragrant as its Maroilles counterpart. So, pinch your nose and enjoy a piece with a local lager such as Choulette or Cht’I, a word that describes both an inhabitant of the North and Picardy patois.
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Royal and bubbly
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Listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1991 (cathedral) and 2015 (cellars)


The coronation place of French kings…
Notre-Dame is one of the most beautiful Gothic-style cathedrals in France, known for its Smiling Angel (Ange au Sourire) sculpture in the north portal. The building also features superb period and contemporary stained-glass windows, such as those designed by Chagall (1974) in the axial chapel.
Towards 500 AD, Saint Rémi baptised Clovis and instituted the “holy anointing” of kings. The prestigious landmark has since borne witness to the close ties between the church and the crown in France; thirty kings have been coronated here, from Henri I (1027), to Charles X (1825).

…and a place of celebration
Nowadays, majestic ceremonies and more modest festivities are celebrated with champagne. The monk Dom Pérignon (circa 1638-1715) is credited with the discovery of in-bottle secondary fermentation, resulting in the most famous drink in the world. A champagne’s quality lies in its bubbles; the smaller, the better. To be enjoyed in moderation, of course.
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Strasbourg
[image: ]
From Petite France to Europe
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Listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1988 (Grand-Ile, Strasbourg) and 2017 (Neustadt)


Petite France
This tanners’ district was once rather unsavoury — both literally and figuratively — as beyond the unpleasant smell, it was a refuge for prostitutes and a meeting place for criminals. Nowadays, Petite France boasts the picturesque charm of half-timbered houses and narrow streets lined with winstubs, such as the Maison des Tanneurs (1572).
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